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Applicant/s to complete this section.

To ensure your revocation request is effective, you must give notice of your revocation. This means that written revocation must be received 
by the attorney/s as well as Defence Bank.

You must be certain that all parties have received the revocation notice, all attorneys return their copies of the power of attorney 
and the document is noted as ‘revoked’ so it cannot be used again.

Before signing your Revocation of Power of Attorney, ensure that you have read and understand the implications.

To be valid, you must sign the document using your normal check signature.

Membership owner.

Member number. Member name.

Details of revocation.

Privacy information.

Declaration.

Defence Bank complies with applicable privacy laws. General information about how we collect, use and disclose personal information about you is set out 
in our Defence Bank Products and Services – Conditions of Use. Our Privacy Policy provides additional information about how we handle your personal 
information. Both of these documents can be viewed on our website at defencebank.com.au or are available on request. When you access our website 
the terms of our Website Privacy Notice also apply. When you apply for a loan product we will ask that you give us various privacy permissions.

The above attorneys no longer have authority to act on my behalf, and any authority previously conferred is revoked, cancelled, and terminated 
effective as the date noted below.

Declaration.

ofI,

hereby revoke the power of attorney, which was granted by me on day

and which appointed the following as my attorney:

month year

Attorney 1 
full name.

Attorney 2 
full name.

Attorney 3 
full name.

Attorney 4 
full name.

Member name.

Signature.

Date. /                    /
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Applicant/s to complete this section.

Appendix.

What is a Revocation of Power of Attorney?

A Revocation of Power of Attorney is a legal document used to cancel or 
revoke an existing Power of Attorney (POA).
Whomever you named as your attorney (the person you selected to 
manage your affairs) can continue to act legally on your behalf until 
their powers are officially revoked. As the principal (the person who is 
granting power to the attorney), it is within your rights to revoke your 
attorney’s powers at any time for any reason, provided you have the 
capacity to do so.
LawDepot’s Revocation of Power of Attorney form can be customised for:
• Australian Capital Territory
• New South Wales
• Northern Territory
• Tasmania
• Queensland
• South Australia
• Victoria
• Western Australia

What does capacity mean in a Revocation of Power 
of Attorney form?

Capacity, or competency, refers to your mental state and ability at 
the time of the legal document’s execution. For you to have the legal 
authority to execute documents such as a Revocation of Power of 
Attorney, you must be of sound mind.

How do I revoke my Power of Attorney?

To revoke a Power of Attorney and cancel your appointed attorney’s 
powers to act on your behalf:
• You should complete a Revocation of Power of Attorney document.
• To be effective, your attorney must be notified of the revocation. 

The best way to achieve this is to deliver the completed, signed, and 
witnessed revocation form to the attorney whose powers are being 
revoked, so they have written confirmation that their powers have 
ended. Double-registered mail or hand-delivery are the best options 
to ensure the attorney receives the document.

• It’s recommended that you ask your attorney(s) to return all copies 
of the original Power of Attorney form and mark them as “revoked” 
to ensure they can’t be used again.

It should be noted that you are not required to offer an explanation 
for revoking your attorney’s powers, and it’s recommended that you 
make the change known to anyone who may have a copy of the 
previous POA (for example, your lawyer, banker, physician, etc.).

When should I use a Revocation of Power of Attorney form?

A Revocation of Power of Attorney should only be used to revoke your 
existing Power of Attorney.
Some reasons you might want to revoke your POA include:
• The POA is no longer needed because you can act for yourself: perhaps 

you made a POA for a specific purpose, like when you were out of the 
country, and now you have returned

• The attorney is no longer fit to act for you: maybe you’ve discovered 
they are untrustworthy or careless with your affairs

• The attorney can no longer effectively act on your behalf: for example, 
if your attorney moves out of the country or it is no longer practical 
for them to act as your attorney

• You wish to appoint a new attorney: for example, if your attorney was 
your spouse, you may want to revoke their powers if you’ve divorced

Keep in mind that some states and territories require a Power of 
Attorney to be registered with the Land Titles Office or Recorder 
of Titles, especially if the attorney might be making decisions that 
affect real property.

If your POA was registered, you will have to unregister it when you 
revoke it. Usually this involves submitting your revocation document 
to the Land Titles Office, but there might be additional paperwork 
depending on your state or territory.

Does a Revocation of Power of Attorney have to be notarised?

To be effective, a Revocation of Power of Attorney does not need to be 
notarised. However, some people use a notary as one of their witnesses.

Who can be a witness for my Revocation of Power of Attorney?

The requirements for witnesses can vary between each of the Australian 
states and territories.
Generally, a witness should be:
• 18 years of age or older
• Mentally capable of making their own decisions (have capacity)
• A non-relative (except in the Australian Capital Territory that allows 

one of the two witnesses to be a relative)
• A person authorised to make statutory declarations (not required 

in all states)
It’s recommended that you avoid using a witness who has a financial 
relationship with you. Also anyone named in the document or someone 
signing the POA on your behalf cannot be used as a witness.
There are many people who are authorised witnesses under the Statutory 
Declarations Act 1959 who can act as a witness. A person authorised 
to make such a declaration (other than a notary public) includes 
licensed professionals who are registered to practise in Australia, like 
chiropractors, dentists, legal practitioners, and more.
Be sure to check the requirements for witnesses for your region before 
completing the form.

Why might I need a witness certificate when revoking 
a Power of Attorney?

Generally, you only need witness certificates (in addition to regular 
witness signatures) when revoking an enduring Power of Attorney 
because of its nature as a POA that continues even after the principal 
loses capacity.
The witness acknowledgments offer assurance under oath that you 
are mentally capable of understanding the document.



defencebank.com.au  |  1800 033 139Defence Bank Limited ABN 57 087 651 385 AFSL/Australian Credit Licence 234582. Level 10, 31 Queen Street, Melbourne VIC 3000.

Revoke a Power of 
Attorney.

Page 3 of 3.F127 (04/23)

Office use only.

Identification sighted and signatures checked.

Staff name 1.

Branch name.

Staff name 2.

Working alone? Yes. No.

Signature. Signature.

Date. Date./                    / /                    /


